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T H I S  I S S U E :  

W W W . B I S H O P P A I U T E T R I B E . C O M  

T h i s  a f t e r n o o n  o n  M a r c h  2 8 t h ,  m e m b e r s  o f

t h e  B i s h o p  P a i u t e  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  a n d

K u t z a d i k a ’ a  T r i b a l  C h a i r w o m a n  C h a r l o t t e

L a n g e  m e t  w i t h  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r

M a r i e  A l v a r a d o - G i l  o f  t h e  4 t h  D i s t r i c t .

D i s c u s s i o n  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e d  l a w

e n f o r c e m e n t ,  M M I P ,  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r

a c q u i s i t i o n ,  t r i b a l  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  t r i b a l

g a m i n g ,  a m o n g  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s .

T h e  v i s i t  e n d e d  w i t h  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  O w e n s

V a l l e y  P a i u t e - S h o s h o n e  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r .



D I S T R I B U T I O N  D A T E :  M A Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4
L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R :  A P R I L  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4

2 0 2 4  U P C O M I N G  G E N E R A L   M E E T I N G S :  
The Bishop Paiute Tribe will be holding General Council Meetings for the

following Saturday mornings in 2024:

APRIL 20TH, 2024
JULY 20TH, 2024
OCTOBER 19TH, 2024

*** These meetings are only for Bishop Paiute Tribal Members and required Tribal Staff***

We will be serving breakfast at 8:30AM and the meeting will begin at 9:00AM.  
 If you would like to add an agenda item, please contact 

Charlene Keller (760) 873-3584 ext. 1200.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S ,  E V E N T S  &  U P D A T E S :  

2 0 2 4  U P C O M I N G  D I S T R I B U T I O N  D A T E S :  
Approved by Tribal Council: 01/25/2024 *DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE*

D I S T R I B U T I O N  D A T E :  A U G U S T  1 4 ,  2 0 2 4
L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R :  J U L Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4

D I S T R I B U T I O N  D A T E :  N O V E M B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R :  O C T O B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4

CRITERIA THAT MUST BE MET:

Must be 21 Years of age -Proof of Age (Drivers License, Tribal ID/California ID or Birth

Certificate).      

 Tribal Enrollment Verification -Resolution or Tribal ID Card).

Residency Verification- Must be a permanent resident of/on the Bishop Paiute

Reservation, Round Valley, Red Hill, or the  City of Bishop.
 (Examples of residency verification: Envelope with postdated stamp within the last 30 days prior to submitting application, Utility

bill) 
*IF YOU CURRENTLY A REGISTERED VOTER, NO ACTION NEEDED.*
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SPECIAL ELECTION: TUESDAY, APRIL 30TH, 2024.
POLLS OPEN AT 7:00 AM AND CLOSE AT 7:00 PM

THE NEXT 2024 SPECIAL ELECTIONS VOTE FOR 
THE BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE CONSTITUTION WILL BE ON: 



R E M I N D E R  T R I B A L  M E M B E R S :
MAKE SURE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS IS CURRENT. 

IF YOU NEED TO CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS, PLEASE FILL OUT A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

AND A W-9 FORM (BOTH FORMS ARE NEEDED). IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,  PLEASE

CONTACT THE TRIBAL OFFICE (760) 873-3584.

F O R M S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  A T   T H E  T R I B A L  O F F I C E   O R
 W W W . B I S H O P P A I U T E T R I B E . C O M
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BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE

General Council  Meeting

8:30AM-BREAKFAST
8:30AM-9:00AM: BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE DEPARTMENT
INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS
9:00AM-MEETING

T O  S U B M I T  Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  G E N E R A L  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G ,  P L E A S E
C O N T A C T  C H A R L E N E  K E L L E R  @  7 6 0 - 8 7 3 - 3 5 8 4  E X T .  1 2 0 0  O R

CHARLENE .KELLER@BISHOPPAIUTE .ORG ,  N O  L A T E R  T H A N  A P R I L  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4 .

AGENDA ITEMS WILL INCLUDE: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE BISHOP TRIBAL OFFICE (760) 873-3584.

WANAAHA CASINO  EVENT CENTER
2 7 4 2  N .  S I E R R A  H W Y
(OLD PAIUTE PALACE SIDE)

WANAAHA CASINO  EVENT CENTER
2 7 4 2  N .  S I E R R A  H W Y
(OLD PAIUTE PALACE SIDE)

SATURDAY , APRIL 20, 2024

CROSSROADS RECOVERY CENTER DISCUSSION
BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE CONSTITUTION DISCUSSION 

BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE FINANCIAL UPDATE 
WANAAHA CASINO  FINANCIAL UPDATE

*UPDATED AGENDA AT MEETING* *UPDATED AGENDA AT MEETING* 

FOR ZOOM LINK DAY OF CONTACT 760-920-9977.

FOR ZOOM LINK DAY, CONTACT 760-920-9977.
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BISHOP TRIBAL COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING -  
JANUARY & FEBRUARY ACTION REPORT

Submitted by Steven Orihuela BITC Secretary/Treasurer
on behalf of the Bishop Paiute Tribal Council

 Regular Tribal Council Meeting, March 7th, 2024
Tribal Council approved one (1) land assignment application.
Tribal Council approved a non-binding MOU between the Bishop Paiute Tribe and the Alliance for Tribal Clean Energy.
Tribal Council approved a donation in the amount of $2,800 to fund Bishop Union High School tribal band students
to travel to Washington, D.C. 

Announcements
Constitution Informational Meeting – Tuesday, March 26th, 2024 – 1:00 PM (Elders Building).

Public Comment
V. Goodwin asked when we are going to have TIHP update? Tribal Council stated they will follow-up with the TIHP
representative to present at the next regular meeting.
S. Gostisha, Geeks Without Frontier Director, thanked everyone for completing the broadband survey.
C. Lange announced a public hearing will be held on April 18, 2024 in Barstow, CA for a hearing regarding the
proposed Mono Basin BPA and draft SED, and she encouraged people to attend.
C. Williams Attended the Elders Coalition and there were concerns regarding Crossroads opening a sober living
facility on the reservation. This needs to be addressed and discussed at the General Council Meeting. Tribal Council
stated that it will be added to the next General Council Meeting agenda.

Regular Tribal Council Meeting, March 28th, 2024

Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2024-017 (Exclusion Order – Auburn Andreas).
Tribal Council tabled Tribal Resolution T2024-019 (Medow Farms Sidewalk Project).
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2024-020 (Exclusion Order – Hector David Certa).
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2024-022 (Damien Munoz).
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2024-023 (Shilby Lyn Marie Andreas).
Tribal Council approved four (4) land assignment applications.

Announcements
Constitution Informational Meeting – Monday, April 1, 2024 – 5:30 PM (Tribal Chambers).
Constitution Special Election – Tuesday, April 2, 2024 – 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM (Tribal Chambers).
General Council Meeting – April 20, 2024 – 8:30 AM (Wanaaha Casino).

Public Comment
V. Begay shared information about Toiyabe’s planning efforts for the Youth Gathering of Native  --Americans (GONA).
V. Goodwin, N. Barlow, R. Napoles, voiced concern about the execution of the Tribal Constitution.
S. Watterson voiced concern to Tribal Council about the exclusion of her significant other for the incident that
occurred at the northwest corner of the Reservation. Tribal Council stated they will address this issue later in the
agenda.
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The Tribe recently received a $20,000 SCE grant for the supplies for the Bishop Paiute Head Start
Program and supplies and Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) scholarships for the
Bishop Paiute Indian Education Program. The Food Sovereignty Program received a $100,000 grant

from CalRecycle for a community-scale composting project, processing food waste and other
organic material. Great work!!  

Strategic Planning meetings have been held so far. Our process has quite a few steps.
1) identify the issues; 

2) establish a vision for the reservation; 
3) Develop categories of effort and prioritize; 

4) Establish short-term and long-term Goals and Objectives;  
5) Plan actions to reach the goals; 

6) Determine sources of assistance from departments and sources of funding; 
7) Review document. 

Issues so far have been: need for housing, community clean-up (solid waste and vegetation), water
and water hookups, irrigation, drugs and overdose, staff turnover, job creation and training, land
acquisition, hotel and other investments, emergency response, firefighter training,  traditions of

helping each other and working together, fathers helping the young men, dog control, communication
of the needs of the people. 

Please come and participate in the creation of this 1-5 year Strategic Plan.  

Grants and Progress with Strategic Planning
Meetings – Dr. Bonnie Eberhardt Bobb

france, 2020

T R I B A L  S T R A T E G I C  P L A N N I N G  M E E T I N G

B I S H O P  P A I U T E  T R I B E

W H E N :  W E D N E S D A Y ’ S

T I M E :  5 : 3 0 P M

L O C A T I O N :  5 0  T U  S U  L A N E
( T R I B A L  C H A M B E R S )

Z O O M  I N F O R M A T I O N :

H T T P S : / / W W W . Z O O M G O V . C O M / J / 1 6 1 6 5 4 9 1 5 8 3

M E E T I N G  I D :  1 6 1  6 5 4 9  1 5 8 3

FOR MEETING INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT BONNIE BOBB AT
THE TRIBAL OFFICE (760) 873-3584 EXT. 1320.

 April 24, 2024 
 May 22, 2024
 June 26,  2024

July 24, 2024
 August 28.  2024

Please come and participate in the creation of this 1-
5 year Strategic Plan. Next meetings in 2024.

You may remember that before COVID-
19, we had been holding meetings to hear
the thoughts of the community on what
they want the future to look like. What

programs, services, buildings, 
events would you  like to see
implemented or enhanced?

How can future generations be better
served?  

What is important to you as a community
member? 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024 
5:00PM

WANAAHA CASINO  BANQUET AREA
DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED
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FOR INFORMATION ON CURRENT &
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES, FOLLOW IS ON:

On Friday & Saturday, March 15th & 16th, over 175
students from Orange Lutheran High School in Orange,
CA came to our reservation to lend a helping hand to
various community service projects throughout
Payahuunadü.  This bi-annual program has become a
prime example of generosity and goodwill.

We were blessed to host 20+ youth along with their
chaperones and supervisors on Saturday, who worked
so very hard to beautify our Cultural Center.  They
repainted the exterior pathway, reboarded our picnic
tables, and fixed our huvas (shade structure).  As a small
token of our appreciation, we shared popsicles and
taught them how to make cordage out of dog bane.  On
Friday, their helpfulness extended to assisting the
Tribe’s Environmental Department and the Food
Sovereignty Program with additional projects, such as
cleaning the garden behind the Cultural Center.

Mano-habü Orange Lutheran High School for your
eagerness to help and selfless service!

OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER
2300 West Line Street, Bishop, CA  93514  |  760-873-8844
HOURS OF OPERATION: SUMMER HOURS (April - September)
Tuesday - Friday, 10am - 6pm  |  Saturday & Sunday, 10am - 3pm  |  Monday, CLOSED

APRIL HAPPENINGS
Tuesday,  Apri l  2

Summer  Hours  Beg in
Monday  -  F r iday

10am -  6pm
Saturday  & Sunday

10am -  3pm
Monday  -  CLOSED

Tuesday,  Apri l  9
Wednesday,  Apri l  10
Gif t  Shop  Buy ing  Days

10am-6pm

Wednesday,  Apri l  17
Commodi ty  D is t r ibut ion

YPT  Cert i f ie r :
775 .783 .0260 x2  

Sunday,  Apri l  21
Earth  Day  Ce lebrat ion

Spr ing  Market
8am -  3pm

For  in format ion  on  current  &
upcoming  act iv i t ies ,  fo l low us  on :

TEI-TÜBA TUBIJA A-YUGWI: Spring Pinenut Blessing
This season is a time for offering prayers, singing,
dancing, and nurturing positive thoughts for our tüba
as they grow throughout the summer.  By doing this, we
hope to ensure we have a plentiful harvest in the fall.  
Join us with your family, learn from our elders and keep
our Nüümü/Newe traditions alive!

FLYER WITH DATE AND TIME COMING SOON!

A HEARTFELT SHOUT OUT TO ORANGE LUTHERAN
HIGH SCHOOL!

CULTURAL CENTER WELCOMES FLASH FOXY CLIMBING FESTIVAL PARTICIPANTS
On Friday, March 15th, we welcomed festival participants to the Cultural Center and
hosted four tours with the help of Rena Brown and Charlene Redner.  These two
ladies provided insights into our cultural traditions and shared their knowledge on
making cordage and beading.  Thank you ladies!

In 2023, Flash Foxy generously donated $2,162 from ticket sales to our Cultural Center,
supporting museum demonstrations and outreach programming.  We are very
honored and grateful that a portion of this year’s 2024 festival ticket sales will once
again be directed to the Cultural Center!  Thank you Flash Foxy for your ongoing
support!
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OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER
OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER

TRIBAL SURVEYS FOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH
AND LANGUAGE PRESERVATION
On Saturday, March 16th, the Cultural Center
began a survey at the Boys with Braids event
held at Toiyabe Indian Health Project which will
run through May 2024.  It consists of two parts:

Part A - The IMLS Cultural Outreach survey will
analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the
Cultural Center’s outreach and education
programs.  This will ensure the effectiveness of
our activities and resource materials.

Part B - The ANA Language survey will provide
insights on better ways to preserve and
revitalize the native language of the local
Owens Valley Paiute and Western Shoshone
people.  This will aid in resource expansion on
and for our reservation.

In-person survey-taking will be available at the
Cultural Center and at community events, such
as Spring Gathering and Earth Day/Spring
Market.  Incentives will be available only for
those who complete the survey in-person.

Additionally, for tribal members
who live out of the area and
would like to participate, the
survey can be completed by
scanning the QR code:

SEEKING NATIVE ARTISTS AND DEMONSTRATORS FOR SUMMER 2024
The Cultural Center will be launching its third year of weekend
demonstrations at the museum.  The focus of this program is to
showcase the cultural heritage of the Paiute and Shoshone
people and offer support to our local native artists with a
dedicated space to work on their craft while educating museum
patrons.  Demonstrations will run from May through August
2024.

If you are interested in being a demonstrator, please reach out
to the Cultural Center Outreach Program at 760-873-8844 ext.
1444 or ext. 1445.  This effort is made possible through the
generous  donations of Flash Foxy and the March 2024 Climbing
Festival.  



BISHOP TRIBAL NEWSLETTER PAGE 17

the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s Earth Day and
Spring Market at the Cultural Center

Earth Day 2024Earth Day 2024
SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST

10:30am-3pm activity tables, information booths, Spring Market
craft vendors, food, live music and more! 

More info to come! Please reach out to maggie.flaherty@bishoppaiute.org
with questions about the event. Questions about vending please direct to the
Cultural Center. 
Sunday April 21, 2024 from 8am-3pm at 2300 West Line St. Bishop

If you would like to sign up to be a food or craft vendor at the Spring Market
or Youth Art Market, please contact the Cultural Center at (760) 873-8844.
Food and craft vendor fee $15, no fee for youth. 

8am-9am Inaugural Owens Pupfish Translocation @ COSA fish refuge

PLEASEPLEASEPLEASE      ENCOURAGE OUR YOUNG ARTISTS TO SET UP AENCOURAGE OUR YOUNG ARTISTS TO SET UP AENCOURAGE OUR YOUNG ARTISTS TO SET UP A   
TABLE TO SELL OR DISPLAY FOR THE YOUTH ART MARKET,TABLE TO SELL OR DISPLAY FOR THE YOUTH ART MARKET,TABLE TO SELL OR DISPLAY FOR THE YOUTH ART MARKET,   
LET THEIR CREATIVITY SHINE!LET THEIR CREATIVITY SHINE!LET THEIR CREATIVITY SHINE!

9am-10:30am community roadside clean-up
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•
•
• 
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V A C A N C I E S  F O R  T H E  B I S H O P  P A I U T E  T R I B E
C O M M I T T E E S / B O A R D S :  

EDUCATION PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Tracy Watterson

Katelynn Lent
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant

BISHOP PAIUTE GAMING COMMISSION
Cynthia Stone
Beau Romero

Vacant

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
Dale “Chad” Delgado, Chairman
Diane Hart, Vice-Chairperson

Leland Chavez, Member
David Weaver, Member

Vacant

CULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE     
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant

POW-WOW COMMITTEE
Joan A. Huff, Member

JoAnn Hansen, Member
Lynette Romero, Member

Vacant

TRIBAL COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Patricia Howard, Member
Valerie Goodwin, Member

Katherine Willis-Benavides, Member
Lydia Schultz, Member

Vacant

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Katrina Stone

DeeAnne Chiatovich
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant 

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD
Charlene Redner

Tammy Spoonhunter
Kris Hohag

Vacant
Vacant

TRIBAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT
 (TEPA) COMMITTEE

Rick Napoles
Sky Vasquez
Anna Hohag
Diane Hart

Vacant

TEI NUMUU TAKAWA-DU “WELLNESS COMMITTEE”
Erin W. Howard

Earl Lent III
Sabrina Renteria 

Vacant
Vacant

if you are interested in a vacancy on a committee/ board,
please submit a letter of intent.

 forms are available at the tribal office.



B I S H O P  P A I U T E  T R I B A L  C O U N C I L

CHAIRWOMAN
Meryl Picard

meryl.picard@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-9977

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Jeff Romero

jeff.romero@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-3706

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Steven Orihuela

steven.orihuela@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-2967

COUNCIL MEMBER
Mitchell David

mitchell.david@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-5622

COUNCIL MEMBER
Joyce White

joyce.white@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 784-4720

T R I B A L  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  

Administrative Supervisor
Jordan Andreas

Chief Executive Officer
VACANT 

ext. 1300

Chief Operations Officer II
Kody Jaeger

kody.jaeger@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1340

Tribal Council Secretary
Charlene Keller

charlene.keller@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1200

jordan.andreas@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1310

Administrative
Receptionist

VACANT

ext. 1110

Chief Operations Officer I 
Brian Poncho

brian.poncho@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1350

Administrative Float Clerk 
Alex Fimbres

alex.fimbres@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1111

stacey.leach@bishoppaiute.org
ext. 1111

Administrative Support Assistant 
Stacey Leach

CONTACT INFORMATION
760-873-3584

 (DIAL DESIRED EXTENSION)



RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

PAIUTE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
50 TU SU LANE

BISHOP, CA 93514
760.873.3584 PH
760.873.4143 FAX

WWW.BISHOPPAIUTETRIBE.COM
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