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Tropical Storm Hilary 
BY DESTON ROGERS

Early preparations proved to be valuable, both from the
record-breaking winter snowpack runoff and from
Tropical Storm Hilary.

What began as an inquiry for assistance from the US
Army Corps of Engineers, in May, to completion of 
flood mitigation measures in June, eventually helped
ensure the Bishop Tribal Community was prepared for
the influx of moisture.

While Tropical Storm Hilary heavily impacted the
Southern part of Inyo County, making many roads in
and out of Death Valley impassable, for the most part
Bishop and the Reservation were spared any real
significant impacts. A total of 1.92" of rain fell on the
Reservation, according to the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s Air
Program.

The Tribe’s Emergency Management Team engaged in
several meetings leading up to, and during, the storm.
These meetings included the California Office of
Emergency Management, the National Weather Service-
Las Vegas, Inyo County, LA DWP and Southern
California Edison. 

The Bishop Paiute Tribe wishes to thank all staff
members who prepared in advance and who were ready
to act in the event assistance was needed.
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Planning and preparation are in full force for the 2023 California Indian Day celebration. To kick off the
celebratory weekend the Tribe will host this year’s parade Friday September 22nd, starting at 10am from the

Wanaaha Casino RV parking lot and end at the Barlow Lane gym where will be having  a community BBQ 
and youth games. This year’s parade will feature two of our local elders, chosen by our Elders Advisory

Committee as our 2023 Honored Elders. Please join us at the Powwow Friday night, after the Grand Entry, 
where we will recognize our 2023 Honored Elders with a presentation and honor song. 

The 2023 Pabanamanina Powwow will begin Friday evening starting September 22nd through Sunday,
September 24th. This year we are bringing back the Bishop Tribal elders’ food and craft contests that will

coincide with the Pabanamanina Powwow BBQ Saturday night at 5pm in the Powwow grounds.  

The 2023 Bishop Handgame Tournament will be held inside the Wanaaha Casino event center this year and 
we hope you’ll come and start-off the hand game weekend with the Valley Challenge, locals vs visitors game

also starting on Friday night. 

The Tribal Council would also like to acknowledge our staff, committees, Traditional Whonah, and community
members for their ongoing commitment and dedication to creating this celebratory weekend that our Tribal

Community comes together to enjoy every September.

Remember to keep an eye on our loved ones and take care of our events throughout the weekend, whether 
you’re getting a water for an elder or picking up trash. Please also be aware that our Tribal Police Department

and other agencies will be present to assist if needed, please report any suspicious activity. 

We all know how busy our California Indian Day Celebration is and there’s a lot to see and do, I am excited 
to highlight a few of our upcoming events and activities.

See you at the Festivities in just a few weeks and remember to check out our Facebook page for additional
information as we get closer. 

Maanohobüü,
Chairwoman Picard

Let's Join to Celebrate the 2023 
California Indian Days Celebration!



ANNOUNCEMENTS,  EVENTS & UPDATES

Regular Tribal Council Meetings:
September 14th 5:30pm
September 28th 5:30pm

Tribal Court:
September 20th - 9:30am

Bishop Tribal Youth Council Meetings:
September 10th - 4pm
September 24th - 4pm

(Bishop Indian Education Center)

Tribal Offices Closed - September 22nd California Indian Day

Bishop Paiute Development Corporation
Annual Meeting

Thursday, October 19th, 2023 at 5:30p.m
Community Center 405 N. Barlow Lane



Bishop Tribal Council Regular Meetings - August Action Report
Submitted by Steven Orihuela BITC Secretary/Treasurer

Regular Tribal Council Meeting 8.10.2023

Whitebark Institute & Eastern Sierra Council of Governments in Inyo/Mono Counties provided a thorough update on the wildfire

Toiyabe Indian Health Project Representative, Earleen Williams provided an update on the activities that TIHP is completed from

Tribal Council approved a $20,000 donation to the Pow Wow Committee for the upcoming Pabanaminina Pow Wow

Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2023-038 (Rescind Tribal Resolution T99-20 Ms. Rose Marie Saulque, Mr. Joseph Saulque)
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2023-032 (SCE – electrical easement)
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2023-037 (UC Berkeley Climate Action Seed Grant Program)
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2023-041 (California Air Resources Control Board, Clean Mobility Options Voucher Pilot

Tribal Council tabled Tribal Resolution T2023-036 (Reaffirm Resolution T2021-063 (Late Comers Agreement)) - Tabled due to
Chairperson Picard’s conflict of interest in the matter

Ms. Dewey asked for an audit to be conducted on the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s land assignment department.
Ms. Gibson complained about the tribe’s lack of involvement in environmental issues and her tribal member rights.
Ms. Hodgkinson asked why Joshua Hodgkinson SCE was being tabled. Chairwoman Picard stated there was a misunderstanding
Ms. Spoonhunter addressed the lack of committees and/or advisory boards for various programs. Tribal Council will research further.
Ms. Williams commented after attending the Land Use Health and Safety Standard Conditions meeting she felt that non-native
Mr. Delgado asked if non-tribal members are allowed to get SCE hook-ups.
Ms. Chavez wanted to know how to get a water and sewer estimate from Public Works and can she hire her own contractor?
Angela Eddy commented she is in attendance on behalf of Chairwoman Charlotte Lange from Kutzadika’a Tribe regarding their
Earl Lent III was reappointed to the Wellness Committee
Gertrude Lynn Brown was reappointed to the OVCDC TANF Advisory Committee (TAC)

Earl Lent III was reappointed to the Wellness Committee
Gertrude Lynn Brown was reappointed to the OVCDC TANF Advisory Committee (TAC)

       resilience work occurring within the two counties

       January 2023 – July 2023

       Tribal Council approved a $10,000 donation for the California Indian Day Handgame Tournament

       Program)

  Public Comments:

Announcements:



Bishop Tribal Council Regular Meetings - August Action Report
continued

Submitted by Steven Orihuela BITC Secretary/Treasurer

Tribal Council approved ten (10) enrollment applications. The Enrollment Committee also issued theirrecommendation to Tribal 

Tribal Council approved two (2) land assignment applications.
Tribal Council approved the Tribal Court’s Independent Contractor Agreement for 2023.
Judge Stout appreciated the renewal and stated how wonderful it is to work for the Tribe’s Court.
Tribal Council approved Tribal Resolution T2023-042 (National Congress of American Indians).
Tribal Council tabled Tribal Resolution T2023-036 (Late Comers Agreement to Resolution T2021-063).

Ms. Gibson stated additional land assignment issues regarding her family’s land.
Ms. Andreas informed Tribal Council of her substandard living situation in Mr. Martinez’s trailer park. TribalCouncil will follow-up.
Mr. Townsend stated his employment concerns, meeting procedures and practices, and the lack of follow-upfrom Tribal Council.

General Council Meeting is postponed until October 28, 2023.
California Indian Days Parade to be held on September 22, 2023. More information to come.
Together We Rise to be held on August 25 – 27, 2023.
Owens Valley Indian Water Commission scheduled a Bishop Paiute Community Meeting on October 8, 2023.Postcards will be
forthcoming.

       Council re: enrollment moratorium. Tribal Council will bring the topic back to thenext Regular Tribal Council Meeting on
       September 14, 2023.

Public Comment:

Announcements:

Regular Tribal Council Meeting 8.24.2023



Bishop Tribal Member Katlynn Johnston
Voted 

UNITY Female Co-President

Manahuu ii-na-nia-nai Kaytlynn Michelle Johnston Nuumu nuu, paya hupuu-wei nuu kima-du.
Hello everyone, my name is Kaytlynn Michelle Johnston I am Paiute, and I come from where the water 

flows in Bishop California. 

I’m currently the United National Indian Tribal Youth Female Co-President 2023-2024. I am the daughter of
 Carrie Brown and Tony Brown, and I have (4) siblings. I am the middle child, my older sister is Leticia 
Gonzales, my older brother was Carlos Gonzales Jr., my younger sister is Ashley Johnston, and our 

youngest sibling is our brother George Brown. 

I am 18 years old, and I graduated from Bishop Union High School in June of 2023. I will be attending Orange
Coast College in Costa Mesa and majoring in Broadcast Journalism. Part of  what has been an inspiration for 
me to pursue this major is that I was the first-ever youth DJ for our Bishop  Paiute Tribal Radio station KBPT. 

I am the outgoing Bishop Tribal Youth Council Female Co-President and Miss Nevada Day Powwow Princess
2022-2023. I was also the past Pacific Area Representative from 2020-2023. I am very honored and humbled to 

be the newly elected Female Co-President for The United National Indian Tribal Youth. I hope to serve native
 youth in the best way I can. 

I want youth to feel acknowledged, welcomed and loved while being involved with UNITY. 
CONTACT: Kaytlynn Johnston, UNITY Co-President

Email: fco-president@unityinc.org

(Photo: Katlynn Johnston UNITY
Co-President/Credit Carrie Brown)

(Photo: UNITY 23-24 Council/Credit
Carrie Brown)

mailto:fco-president@unityinc.org


Female-Co President – Wasuya Martinez 

Male-Co President – Jaidyn McKellips

Vice President – Alyssa Reno Fimbres

Secretary – Chase Witman Jr. 

Treasurer – Blake Fimbres

Historian – Chailah Mitchell

Bishop Tribal Youth Council Office Positions

Female and Male Co-President: Principal officer of the group. Supervises and controls the affairs 
of the group. Must be present at all membership meetings if he/she is capable of 

doing so. (Grade level 9-12)

Vice President: In the absence of President, the Vice President shall perform the duties of 
the President. (Grade level 9-12)

Secretary: Responsible for the minutes of all membership meetings and sees that all 
notices are given in accordance with the bylaws, keeps current membership list, and 

performs all duties related to the office of Secretary. (Grade level 9-12)

Treasurer: Responsible for the collection and disbursements of all funds of the group. Prepares 
and reports a financial report at meetings. (Grade level 6-12)

Historian: Responsible for documenting Youth Council activities via photos, videos and 
other mediums and maintain them in an organized fashion. (Grade level 6-12)

2023/2024 Bishop Tribal Youth Council 
Newly Elected Officers



Bishop Paiute Tribe Celebrates California’s First
Tribal SOMAH Funded Solar Installation

The Bishop Paiute Tribe is celebrating a newly installed 49 kW DC system as part of the tribe’s overall 
sustainable energy plan, which seeks to improve energy efficiency for reservation residents through the 

addition of renewable energy resources. The project was installed in part with funding from the California Solar 
on Multifamily Affordable Housing (SOMAH) Program at Coyote Mountain Apartments, an affordable housing 

and sober living facility. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held August 9.

“We are proud of the efforts of the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s Environmental Management Office (EMO) and our 
EMO Director Brian Adkins for spearheading this endeavor,” the Bishop Paiute Tribal Council said in a 

statement. “The Tribe continuously looks for improvements that benefit our tribal members and the community.
This project took a lot of planning and execution, and we hope other Tribal communities can look to us as an
inspiration and bring similar projects to their communities. We don’t want to take the credit for this amazing
achievement. That credit belongs to all of those involved from start to finish, who made this project come to

fruition.”

The project is the first SOMAH Program incentivized installation to be completed within a tribal reservation in the
state. The $180,666 system is projected to save the 24 households $473,747 on their energy bills over the 

lifetime of the system.

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) Commissioner John Reynolds shared his enthusiasm about the
completed project: “I congratulate the Bishop Paiute Tribe and GRID for completing the first tribal solar project
under the SOMAH Program. This is exactly the kind of community-based and community-led solar project we 
need more of, and as the Public Utilities Commission considers ways to improve the SOMAH Program in the

future, I hope we hear from tribes and organizations like the ones here today about what we can do to make sure
solar reaches everyone.”

(Photo Credit: Deston Rogers Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony)



The project also received praise from Christina Snider, Tribal Affairs Secretary to Governor Gavin Newsom.
“California commends the Bishop Paiute Tribe for its leadership in advancing our shared goals of tribal self-

determination, clean energy workforce development and equitable access to energy efficient housing on tribal
lands through this historic project,” she said.

The solar project is a partnership between the Bishop Paiute Tribe Community Development Department and
GRID Alternatives’ Inland Empire (GRID IE) office. "From our first solar installation with the Bishop Paiute Tribe 
10 years ago, to this most recent and historic solar project at Coyote Mountain Apartments, GRID IE is proud 
of its decade-long partnership of delivering renewable energy solutions and job-training opportunities to tribal

residents,” said Jamie Alonzo, Executive Director of GRID IE Office. “We look forward to deepening and 
expanding our energy and job training working partnership with the Bishop Paiute Tribe for decades to come."

 The solar installation was completed by Scott Smith, a local contractor, via GRID Alternatives’ Sub Contractor
Partnership Program. As part of SOMAH’s on-the-job training, a tribal member took part in the installation as a 

paid trainee referred from the local job training organization High Point Solar. The workforce development
 aspect of the project reflects both a SOMAH Program commitment to local neighborhoods and the tribe’s

commitment to train 100 tribal members in the skills and trade of renewable energy installation per its 2017
Strategic Energy Plan.

 "SOMAH is honored to collaborate with the Bishop Paiute Tribe in our shared mission to empower 
communities through renewable energy,” said SOMAH Program Manager Rachael Diaz. “By bringing over 49
kilowatts of solar to Coyote Mountain Apartments, we aim to provide tangible benefits to the residents, such 
as energy bill savings, allowing them to allocate more resources towards their families. We look forward to 
further enhancing our partnership with Tribal communities, including the Bishop Paiute Tribe, in our shared 

pursuit of building an equitable sustainable future.”

 GRID Alternatives IE supported the tribe through each milestone of the process from program enrollment to 
project completion. The project was fully funded through the $114,457 incentive provided by the SOMAH 
Program, $51,086 from a Tribal Solar Accelerator Fund Sempra Foundation grant and over $15,000 as an

 in-kind donation from the Bishop Paiute Tribe.

Bishop Paiute Tribe Celebrates California’s First
Tribal SOMAH Funded Solar Installation-Pg. 2

(Photo Credit:
Deston Rogers,

BPT Chairwoman Meryl Picard with
Tribal Affairs Secretary Christina

Snider from Gov. Gavin Newsome's
Office)







     1. Stop by the Social Services Department and pick up a TAH application.

    2. Fill out and return the application to the Social Services Department.

    3. The ICWA Specialist will then notify the Inyo County RFA to start the background check and live
scan.

   4. Inyo County Resource Family Approval (RFA) department will follow up with the ICWA Specialist

  5. The ICWA Specialist will then notify the applicant(s) if they have been approved/denied.

   6. Once approved the final step is for the ICWA Specialist to conduct a home assessment. 

   7. Upon approval of the home assessment then they family will be officially a TAH

From the data above, it’s clear that the Social Services: Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Program is in
desperate need of more Tribally Approved Homes (TAH). Currently the ICWA Program only has 1 TAH 

and its currently being utilized by a tribal youth. 

A TAH is a home that is licensed or approved by the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s Social Services: ICWA Program 
for tribal children who are in the Juvenile Dependency System. In other words, the tribal children who are

involved with Child Protective Services can be placed in TAH’s while they wait to reunify with their 
parents. The BPT has independent authority to approve homes using the tribe’s own socially and culturally 
appropriate standards and are not subject to California’s Resource Family Approval (RFA) requirements. 

TAH Process:

      (There is an appeals process for those who are initially denied).

If you would like to be a Tribally Approved Home or need more information, please reach out to the Social
Services Department at 760-873-4414 or the ICWA Specialist at 760-873-7799.

Juvenile Dependency Court Hearings – 35 
Juvenile Delinquency Court Hearings – 3

Tribally Approved Homes – 1
Enrollment Inquiries – 76 

Outreach Events – 4
Grant Submissions – 2

ICWA 
6-Month Report:



Family Formation Project - News

Family Formation participated in the Back-to-School Backpack Event to assist our youth with backpacks and
school supplies before returning to school. This event was in collaboration with OVCDC and TANF and had a

booth with Clorox Clean Up Wipes, Tissue Box, and Hand Sanitizer for them to fulfill the youth’s lists, they got
from their teachers. There were other booths that participated in the event including the Bishop Paiute Tribe,

Bishop Indian Education Center, Toiyabe Indian Health Project, Inyo County Probation, Nuumu Yadoha
Language Program, Native American Liaisons, and others.

Family Formation would like to give you all a few tips to help getting back to school a little easier:

·Go to sleep early. (8 hours if possible)
·Set out your clothes the night before.

·Pack lunches the night before.
·Set your backpacks ready to go by the door.
·Take showers in the evening before bedtime.

·Do all homework as soon as you get home from school.
·Ensure that everyone is fueling their bodies adequately.

·Stay hydrated. (Drink at least half your weight in ounces each day.)

Family Formation also put on a BUHS Fall Sports and Activities Workshop to assist high school students with
per diem when they go to away games. Each quarter we will be having a workshop to assist the high school

students for each seasonal sport and school activity and trip. Make sure to attend our workshops if you would
like to receive assistance from Family Formation. Please look out for our flyers posted on Facebook and our

postcards sent to your homes. If you are not receiving our postcards, please call the Family Formation Office at
(760) 873-4473 and let us know that you would like to be on our mailing list.

Family Formation Project
Office: (760) 873-4473

Submitted by Katrina Martinez – Family Formation Project Director































COMMITTEE/BOARDCOMMITTEE/BOARDCOMMITTEE/BOARD
VACANCIESVACANCIESVACANCIES

Bishop Paiute Tribe

Requirements to serve on Committees & Boards:
-Must be a Bishop Tribal Member-

-Must submit a "Letter of Intent" to the Tribal Office-
-Can reside outside of Bishop-

Cultural Advisory Committee - Five (5) Vacancies

Education Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) - Four (4) Vacancies

Tribal Court Advisory Committee - Two  (2) Vacancies

THPO Committee - Three (3) Vacancies

TEI Nuumu Takawa-Du "Wellness Committee" - Two (2) Vacancies

Constitution Committee - One (1) Vacancy

Food Sovereignty Program Advisory Board - One (1) Vacancy

Pow Wow Committee - Two (2) Vacancies

Gaming Commission - One (1) Vacancy



BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBAL COUNCIL

CHAIRWOMAN
Meryl Picard

meryl.picard@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-9977

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Jeff Romero

jeff.romero@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-3706

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Steven Orihuela

steven.orihuela@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-2967

COUNCIL MEMBER
Mitchell David

mitchell.david@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-5622

COUNCIL MEMBER
Joyce White

joyce.white@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 784-4720

Tribal Administration Department - Contact InformationTribal Administration Department - Contact InformationTribal Administration Department - Contact Information
760-873-3584 (dial desired extension)760-873-3584 (dial desired extension)760-873-3584 (dial desired extension)

Tribal Council
Secretary

Charlene Keller

Administrative
Assistant

Jordan Andreas

Public Relations
Specialist

Deston Rogers

Receptionist
Teresa Allen

Chief Executive
Officer

Gloriana M. Bailey MBA 

gloriana.bailey
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1300
Chief Operations

Officer II
Kody Jaeger

kody.jaeger
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1340

charlene.keller
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1200

jordan.andreas
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1310

deston.rogers
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1330

teresa.allen
@bishoppaiute.org

Chief Operations
Officer I

Brian Poncho

brian.poncho
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1350















Return Service Requested

Paiute Professional Building
50 Tu Su Lane

Bishop, Ca 93514
760.873.3584 ph
760.873.4143 fax

www.bishoppaiutetribe.com

PST. STD. MAIL
U.S POSTAGE

PAID
BISHOP, CA

PERMIT NO.36


