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Back to School Time
BY DESTON ROGERS

A few weeks before school starts, get your child into
the habit of going to bed earlier.

Re-establish a consistent routine

Choose the right backpack. Backpacks that are too
heavy or worn improperly could result in muscle
strain, headaches, and neck pain. 

Talk about safety

Establish healthy habits including food, physical
activities and consistent meal times

Limit screen times. Back to school is the perfect
opportunity to re-establish screen time limits. Use
an alarm clock instead of a cellphone to wake up in
the mornings.

Talk about first-week jitters. Reassure your child
that being nervous is natural – even for teachers. 

School begins on August 17th. School starting can be
both a fun time and, let's admit it, not so fun. But here
are some tips to prepare for the first day of school.

Celebrate the start of a new school year. If you
celebrate the first day of school, your kids will see
back-to-school as a transition they can really enjoy. 
Try a back-to-school party the day before school starts.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS,  EVENTS
& UPDATES

August 10th 5:30pm
August 24th 5:30pm

August 13th - 4pm
August 20th - 4pm

Regular Tribal Council Meetings:

Tribal Court:
August 16th - 9:30am

Bishop Tribal Youth Council Meetings:

(Bishop Indian Education Center)

First Day of School:
Thursday, August 17th

Voters Distribution: Tribal Chambers
August 11th - 7am to 5pm 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING:
September 16th, 2023

*9am at the Bishop Indian Head Start,
Community Center.

If you have an area of concern, or issue you
would like the Tribal Council to address,
please contact Charlene Keller, Tribal
Council Secretary by emailing:
charlene.keller@bishoppaiute.org or call
760-873-3584 ext. 1200

Bishop Tribal Council Regular Meetings - July Action Report
Submitted by Steven Orihuela BITC Secretary/Treasurer

Regular Tribal Council Meeting 7.15.2023

 

Tribal Council introduced the new Tribal Police Chief, Raymond Allen, who gave a brief overview of this law enforcement
background, and he is looking forward to serving the Bishop Paiute Tribal Community.

Tribal Council approved five (5) enrollment applications. There are a total of 2,206 enrolled tribal members. There are eighty-two
(82) applications pending. 

Tribal Council tabled Tribal Resolutions T2023-034 and T2023-035 until further review and discussion. 
Tribal Council approved paying off the existing Umpqua Casino loan in the amount of $10,599,573.25. 

Tribal Council approved the Memorandum of Agreement between the Bishop Paiute Tribe and Morongo Band of Mission Indians for
Disaster and Emergency Mutual Aid. 

Sandra Warlie, Pubic Works Director, gave an overview of the proposed roads on the Bishop Paiute Reservation. 
Travis Nabahe, BPDC Director, gave an overview of the EDA grant closeout, cigarette sales & prevention activities. 

Brian Poncho, COOI, gave updates on the following items:
National Park Service Master Cooperative Agreement – discussed the funding directly to tribes instead of contractors for

cultural monitors.
Olancha Cartago Project – project is currently on hold pending renegotiation of a new plan. 

Public Comment
Mrs. Spoonhunter relayed concerns about the land assignment resolutions for minors. 

Mr. Stone commented about the Election Ordinance and the voter’s registration. 
Mr. Bernard commented on a land assignment, the conditions of the house, and if the house can be demolished. 

 

 



Tribal Council Meets with 
US Senate Candidate Adam Schiff

On Tuesday, July 11, 2023, the Bishop Tribal Council met with US Senate Candidate Adam Schiff,
via Zoom. Adam Schiff is running for the Senate Seat currently held by Senator Diane Feinstein,

who is retiring at the end of her term.

Topics during the Zoom meeting included the upcoming campaign, ICWA, Cal-Trans and 
Public Law 280.

(Photos Credit: 
Brian Poncho) 



On Wednesday, August 9th, 2023, the Bishop Paiute Tribe will be recognized with a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 
as California’s First Tribal Multifamily Solar Installation. The event will take place at the Coyote Mountain

Apartments, starting at 10am.

The 49-kW DC System at the Coyote Mountain Apartments is the first “completed” Solar On Multifamily 
Affordable Housing (SOMAH) project, within a tribal reservation and will provide direct economic benefits to

residents via energy bill credits.

The project received permits to begin on December 2021 and received permission to operate from electrical 
utility SCE on March 2023.

Along with the Bishop Tribal Council (Tribal Council), representatives from Grid Alternatives and SOMAH will be 
on hand for the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. Invited guests include Owens Valley Indian Water Commission,
Southern California Edison, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, Toiyabe Indian Health Project, 

Bishop Area Chamber of Commerce, Inyo County, State and Federal Representatives.

The Tribal Council, on behalf of the Bishop Tribal Community, is honored with the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
and recognition, saying “we are proud of the efforts of the Bishop Paiute Tribe’s Environmental Management 

Office (EMO), our EMO Director Brian Adkins and Housing Director Rena Tibbets, for spearheading this 
endeavor. The Tribe continuously looks for improvements that benefit our tribal members and the community. 
This project took a lot of planning and execution, and we hope other Tribal communities can look to us as an

inspiration to bring the same to their communities. We don’t want to take the credit for this amazing achievement.
That credit belongs to all of those involved from start to finish, who made this project come to fruition.”

Both tribal and non-tribal communities are welcome to attend the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, on Wednesday,
August 9th from 10am to 11:30am, at the Coyote Mountain Apartments, 18 N. Pa Ha Lane, in Bishop.



From the Office of Tribal Police Chief Raymond Allen:
 

SCAM ALERT
 

This really is any call or text that refer to a costly membership fee or an issue with your membership, but specifically with
Amazon Prime. The caller will ask you to confirm or cancel the charge. These scammers try to convince you to provide

payment or bank account information in order to reinstate a membership.
 

Amazon will never ask you to provide payment information for products or services over the phone. Visit the Message Center
on Amazon.com or on their app to review authentic emails from Amazon. To verify your Prime Membership status or make

payments, log into your Amazon account and go to Your Account.
 

This goes with other scams involving other companies and the caller identifies themselves to be an employee of Best Buy,
Walmart, U.S. Government, Sheriff’s Department, or local police department. If in doubt about any suspicious calls or texts,

please call us to assist you in determining what is real and could be a scammer. Please do not give your Social Security
Number, Date of Birth, or any bank account information.

 

Public Works WelcomesPublic Works Welcomes
New Staff MemberNew Staff Member

Manahuu! My name in Lauren LaFrombois. I am the new Administrative
Assistant for the Public Works Department.

I am the daughter of Bill Mallory and Tracy Chiatovich, mother to Hailey
Rayne and wife to Ryan LaFrombois.

 
I am a Bishop Paiute Tribal member and was born and raised here in Bishop. I
am very excited to be working with such a great team, and I know there is a lot

to learn from them. 
 

I bring a lot of knowledge and experience into my new position and I look
forward to helping the community the best I can. 

 
 



Family Formation Project - News

Family Formation Project collaborated with Bishop Indian Education Center, Wanaaha Casino, Tuniwanobi, and
Social Services, to put on a Backyard Family BBQ for our community to kick off the summer. We had a

delicious BBQ style lunch with cheeseburgers, hotdogs and all the tasty salads to go with it, and we also got to
make ice cream in a bag for dessert! The families were able to spend time together playing with water balloons,

water slides, volleyballs, and cornhole and, the best part of the event was seeing families being able to spend
time together which is our biggest goal!  Family Formation Project will be putting on more events like this in the
future so please keep a lookout for our upcoming events, such as the Back-to-School Backpack event, where we

hand out school supplies to help our youth be prepared for the next school year. We also have the California
Indian Day Event coming up soon, as well. We hope to see more families joining us so that we can get to 

know one another as a community.
 

Family Formation also put on a Ribbon Bag Craft Workshop in July. The participants were able to complete a
reversible bag by measuring and sewing them together. They also learned how to operate a sewing machine and

became familiar with the different functions it has. 
 

Family Formation teaches prevention and awareness at every workshop and event we host. In July, we taught on
subjects such as Summer and Heat Safety, Diabetes, Heart Health, Family Wellness, and Eating Healthy. Family

Formation will be holding many more fun and cultural related workshops in the future. If you would like to
attend, please call the Family Formation office @760-873-4473 or come down to the Family Formation office to

fill out a prevention application!
 
 

Submitted by Katrina Martinez – Family Formation Project Director

(Photos credit: Katrina Martinez )











MILITARY OBSERVANCES
 
August 4, Friday

United States
Coast Guard

Birthday

 
August 7, Monday

Purple Heart
Recognition Day

 
August 14, Monday

Navajo Code
 Talkers Day

In May 2023, we started inviting local tribal artists to demonstrate their skills, present samples of
their own original artwork, and share their knowledge with all our museum visitors.

For the month of July, we were excited to welcome Seth Tsosie from the Lone Pine Paiute Tribe on
Saturday & Sunday, July 8th & 9th.  He is a self-taught artist and has learned to specialize in
multiple mediums, such as, pottery, flintknapping, and working with beads and fiber.  On Saturday,
he demonstrated traditional net weaving and cordage using dogbane while displaying his craft
items using this local native plant.  On Sunday, he demonstrated clay pottery and brought his own
hand-made clay pots and figurines to display.  We want to give a heartfelt thank you to Seth for
“wowing” our guests with his artistic skills. Also we would like to  give a "shout out" to our past
cultural demonstrators this summer: Charlene Redner, Beaded Medallions; Troy Watterson,
Handgame Sets; Melanie Smokey, Willow Work; Rena Brown, Beaded Collars; Allen Mike, Brain
Tanned Moccasins.

SETH TSOSIE, LOCAL TRIBAL ARTIST "WOWS" MUSEUM GUESTS IN JULY

The Cultural Center is able extend weekend demonstrations at
the museum into the month of August. If you are interested in
being a demonstrator, open dates include August 12/13; August
19/20; and August 26/27.  
The focus of this programming is to showcase the cultural
heritage of the Paiute and Shoshone people and offer support to
our local native artists with a dedicated space to work on their
craft while educating museum patrons. 

SEEKING NATIVE ARTISTS AND DEMONSTRATORS FOR AUGUST 2023 

For more details, please reach out to the Cultural Center at 760-873-8844.  
This effort is made possible through the donations of Flash Foxy and the March 2023 Climbing Festival.

SOMETHING OF INTEREST FOR OUR NATIVE VETERANS 
Native Veterans Honor Flight
The Fort Tejon Tribe has been working with Honor Flight Kern County for a
dedicated trip just for Native American veterans of all branches and all times
of service, trip is planned for November 2023. The organizers have extended
the invite to the Native veterans in this area. 
For additional information, please call 661-527-3VET (3838) or visit our
website www.honorflightkerncounty.org

OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE SHOSHONE CULTURAL CENTER
2300 West Line Street, Bishop, CA  93514  |  760-873-8844
HOURS OF OPERATION: SUMMER HOURS 
Tuesday - Friday, 10am - 6pm  |  Saturday & Sunday, 10am - 3pm  |  Monday, Closed

AUGUST HAPPENINGS
August 15, Tuesday

Commodity Distribution Day
8 am - 12 pm

August 25, Friday
 WALKING IN BEAUTY 

ART SHOW 
OPENING EXHIBIT

 5 pm - 8 pm 

August 27, Sunday
Monthly Native Veteran

Meeting
10 am - 11 am

FOR INFORMATION ON CURRENT &
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES, FOLLOW IS ON:

SAVE THE DATE!
 

September
Tüba Nüga - Pinenut Dance















JOB OPENINGS - BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE

Tribal Police Officer
Head Start Education Manager

Lead Cook Elders Program
Food Sovereignty Program Coordinator

BIHS Assistant Cook
Accounts Payable Specialist

Hazardous Fuels Reduction Foreman
Victims of Crime Outreach Coordinator

BIHS Substitute Teacher
BIHS Substitute Teachers Aide

Deli Manager
BIEC Tutor I/II

 

Visit www.bishoppaiutetribe.com to download an
employment application and job description or pick up at

the Bishop Tribal Office at 50 N. Tu Su Lane, Bishop, CA.
Any further questions, call Human Resources at

(760) 784-9692.

“BPT has a mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policy. Prospective employees requesting a Provisional Exemption
must receive their first vaccination dose within (10) ten calendar days of their employment start date"

*Jobs as of August 1, 2023 and current openings subject to change*
For the most current job opportunities visit the Tribe's website at

www.bishoppaiutetribe.com or contact Human Resources

JOB OPENINGS - WANAAHA CASINO
Cocktail Server

Count/Drop Team Member (Part-Time)
EVS Attendant

Facility Technician
Guest Services(Cage Cashier) (Part-Time)

IT Technician
Lead Cashier

Line Cook
Prep Cook *18 years of age or older

Security Officer
Server (Part-time) *18 years of age or older

Slot Attendant
Slot Technician
Vault Attendant

*Must be 21 years of age to work in the Casino unless stated otherwise & comply with Wanaaha Casino's COVID-19
Vaccination policy

To apply for a position with the Wanaaha Casino, you may apply in person at the HR Department during regular business 
hours M-F / 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.; or you may call (760) 873-4150 ext. 215, 206 or 243.

For more information on the listed positions and/or to apply online, please visit www.wanaaha.com



 









COMMITTEE/BOARDCOMMITTEE/BOARDCOMMITTEE/BOARD
VACANCIESVACANCIESVACANCIES

Bishop Paiute Tribe

Requirements to serve on Committees & Boards:
-Must be a Bishop Tribal Member-

-Must submit a "Letter of Intent" to the Tribal Office-
-Can reside outside of Bishop-

 
Cultural Advisory Committee - Four (4) Vacancies

 
Education Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) - Four (4) Vacancies

 
Tribal Court Advisory Committee - Three  (3) Vacancies

 
THPO Committee - Three (3) Vacancies

 
TEI Nuumu Takawa-Du "Wellness Committee" - Three (3) Vacancies

 
Owens Valley Career Development Center Tribal Advisory Committee

Representative (TAC) - One (1) Vacancy
 

Constitution Committee - One (1) Vacancy
 

Food Sovereignty Program Advisory Board - One (1) Vacancy
 

Pow Wow Committee - One (1) Vacancy
 

Gaming Commission - One (1) Vacancy
 
 
 



BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBAL COUNCIL

CHAIRWOMAN
Meryl Picard

meryl.picard@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-9977

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Jeff Romero

jeff.romero@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-3706

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Steven Orihuela

steven.orihuela@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-2967

COUNCIL MEMBER
Mitchell David

mitchell.david@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 920-5622

COUNCIL MEMBER
Joyce White

joyce.white@bishoppaiute.org
(760) 784-4720

Tribal Administration Department - Contact InformationTribal Administration Department - Contact InformationTribal Administration Department - Contact Information
760-873-3584 (dial desired extension)760-873-3584 (dial desired extension)760-873-3584 (dial desired extension)

Tribal Council
Secretary

Charlene Keller

Administrative
Assistant

Jordan Andreas

Public Relations
Specialist

Deston Rogers

Receptionist
Teresa Allen

Chief Executive
Officer

Gloriana M. Bailey MBA 

gloriana.bailey
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1300
Chief Operations

Officer II
Kody Jaeger

kody.jaeger
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1340

charlene.keller
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1200

jordan.andreas
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1310

deston.rogers
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1330

teresa.allen
@bishoppaiute.org

Chief Operations
Officer I

Brian Poncho

brian.poncho
@bishoppaiute.org

ext. 1350
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