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INTRODUCTION  

In 2020-2021, Bishop Indian Head Start served the population located on and near the 

federally recognized Bishop and Big Pine Reservation with the primary recruitment area 

being on or near the Bishop Paiute Indian Reservation. Pre COVID -19 Pandemic:   BIHS and 

the Iny o County Superintendent of Schools State Preschool program partner ed to  allow BIHS 

to operate  a 10-month center -base program, 5 days per week, six and a half hours per day 

at one center for a total of 175 days per year .  As reported in 2019 -2020, BIHS closed all onsite 

services on March 16 th, 2020. During this time BIHS provided emergency meal and snack 

services and Distant Learning activities through May 2020. BIHS reopened onsite services in 

August of 2020 and provided a  Kindergarten camp for all BIHS children transferring to 

kindergarten funded by Office of Head Start and the Bishop Paiute Tribe.  

In the Fall of 2020, BIHS reopened our onsite service to our four -year -old students  

transitioning to kindergarten in 2021 . BIHS provided a Distant Learning Program option to ou r 

families for  three  and four -year -old students . By the end of the program year, we ran 4 onsite 

classrooms of 10 children and 12 children participating in Distant Learning  via Zoom .  BIHS 

provide d  b reakfas t, lunch and an afternoon snack  for each child enrolled  in onsite  through 

our Child Adult Care Food Program. BIHS was granted a waiver to provide home delivery for 

our Distant Learning families.  United States Department of Agriculture prohibits the 

discrimination against its customers. In June 202 1, BIHS partnered with  the Bishop Paiute Tribal 

Social Services to host a summer Childcare program for Essential Workers  for a second 

summer . The goal for program year 2021 -2022 will be to open 5 classrooms of 12 children for 

100% onsite services for children ages 3 -5 years of age.  



4 | P a g e 

 

The Mission  of the Bishop Indian Head Start program is 

to provide a safe and nurturing learning environment for 

children ages three to five by enhancing their school 

readiness skills and embracing the Bishop Paiute Tribal 

language preservation and  revitalization in two ways: The 

outdoor and indoor classrooms will provide hands on 

experience to support childrenõs growth in language and 

literacy, social and emotional development, cognition, 

approaches to learning, perceptual, motor and physical 

devel opment. Each family will be provided with individual services to support their familyõs 

overall wellness based on the familyõs needs assessments. The Bishop Indian Head Start 

Programõs Vision  is to provide families, children, staff, and the community with a diverse 

leaning experience. Bishop Indian Head Start collaborates with community services to 

provide education on parenting, leadership, disabilities, health, mental health, nutrition, 

fitness, and culture. The Bishop Indian Head Start Programõs Philosop hy  is to create a 

developmentally appropriate and enriched environment for every child. Bishop Indian Head 

Start believes in the empowerment of families so that they may make informed decisions 

about their childrenõs education and well-being.  
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